
 

A project of CLIMATE ACTION WEST SHORE, a grassroots community alliance championed through the West Shore  
Chamber of Commerce, and involving a growing network of local community business, education, arts, culture,  

recreation, and environmental groups and organizations, representing people of all ages and abilities. 

emilycarrfestival.ca 

Come Together 
Answer the call to climate action. 

 

Celebrate 
The natural world 

Local food, art and culture 
Green Learning and healthy living 
Achievements in sustainability 

Community environmental stewardship 
 

Discover 
The beauty and the power of our  

community’s wild places 
 — forests, farms, lakes, streams, meadows and the sea — 

The magnificence of First Nations cultures 
Talented artists and performers 

 

Learn 
How to live, work and thrive as we move 

toward a sustainable future 

 

West Shore  | Victoria |  Spring 2008 
 

Honouring the eco-cultural legacy of artist and author Emily Carr, celebrating local art, culture and heritage,  
UNESCO’s International Year of Planet Earth and the Decade of Sustainable Development (2005-2014) 

EMILY CARR 
community festival of the 

ARTS AND ECOLOGY 
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EXPLORE THE LIFE AND WORKS OF  
EMILY CARR 
 

Emily Carr, B.C.'s foremost historical artist, was known for her adventurous 
spirit and love of First Nations art.  A woman ahead of her time, questioning 
logging practices and treatment of First Nations people, traveling alone, 
sharing her home with a menagerie of pets, smoking and articulating 
unorthodox ideas. 
 

Emily Carr took her first drawing lessons at age 9.  At 21, she left Victoria to 
study at the California School of Design in San Francisco, returning 3 years 
later to teach children's art classes.  Later, she studied in England, Paris and 
Eastern Canada with the Group of Seven.  In 1907, a trip to Alert Bay sparked 
what was to become a lifelong passion for First Nations culture - something 
reflected in her work throughout her career. 
 

During Carr's lifetime, her artistic technique evolved, ultimately blending all her influences - her early training, 
exposure to the impressionists and the Group of Seven and her passion for nature and First Nations culture.  
Carr's creativity extended into writing, pottery, poetry and political cartooning. 
 

More than 60 years after her death, Carr continues to inspire young artists and writers, not just because  
of her body of work, but because of her independent spirit, curiosity, passion and lifelong creativity.  This 
festival is dedicated to Emily’s legacy, which will serve as an inspiration for a new generation. 
 

 
Emily Carr Collection, Art Gallery of Greater Victoria (AGGV)—The AGGV is 
a great place to explore Emily Carr’s art and writings through an exhibition drawn 
from the gallery’s permanent collection.  The breathtaking trees, mountains, sky, and 
sea of Vancouver Island inspired Carr to seek a closeness with nature, a relationship 
that came to life in her paintings.   The Art Gallery of Greater Victoria is located at 
1040 Moss Street, Victoria, B.C.; Open Daily, check website for hours  www.aggv.bc.ca  
 

Emily Carr House—With an architecture described as both "San Francisco" and "English Gingerbread", all 
agree that Emily Carr House is on the must-see list of Victoria's attractions. Centrally located only four 
blocks from the Inner Harbour and the Provincial Legislature, the house offers its visitors a chance to gain 
an insight into Canada's first - and best known - independent artist and writer.  Emily was born at Carr 
House in 1871, a scant six months after British Columbia went from British colonial status to becoming a 
province in the world's newest nation. She used her brushes and pens to proclaim her pride in this part of 
Canada for the rest of her life.  Emily Carr House, 207 Government Street, Victoria, B.C., Tel:  250.383.5843.   
or visit Emily Carr House online at www.emilycarr.com   Painters Group on site May 2nd (see page 6). 

 
 
 

 WELCOME TO A SPECIAL COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 

Welcome to the Emily Carr Community Festival of the Arts and Ecology, 
a weaving together of art, culture and community.  We are proud to honour the 

eco-cultural legacy of artist and author Emily Carr, as we celebrate local art, 
culture and heritage, UNESCO’s International Year of Planet Earth, 

and the Decade of Sustainable Development (2005-2014). 
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                 CALLS TO ARTISTS | FESTIVAL KICK-OFF   

ARTISTS OF ALL AGES: 
Emily’s World: A Plein Aire Tribute— 
A series of plein air excursions will occur through 
April and May, when “Emily Carr” (artist and actor 
Molly Raher Newman) will accompany painters 
from throughout the Capital Regional District on 
visits to some of the special places where Emily 
enjoyed painting (the Garden at Emily Carr House, 
Esquimalt Lagoon, and many more), culminating in a 
special exhibition to take place in Metchosin May 31 
and June 1.  Contact info@emilycarrfestival.ca for 
more information.     
 
GO LOCAL Fine Art and Craft Exhibition 
Mothers’ Day, Sunday, May 11, 2008 at Royal Roads 
University—Members of the West Shore Arts 
Council, Juan de Fuca Arts & Crafts Guild, Stinking 
Fish Studio Tour and other Arts Council-affiliated 
groups and individuals are invited to contact the 
festival office concerning an opportunity to 
showcase their work at the Mothers’ Day Paint-in 
at Royal Roads University, this year celebrating the 
centennial of Hatley Castle.  Contact  
info@emilycarrfestival.ca  for more information  
(Subject: MOTHER’S DAY) 
 

YOUTH ARTISTS: 
Robert Bateman Get To Know Writing 
and Art Contest 2008 
If you’re 19 years or younger, Robert Bateman is 
looking for your original creations of writing and art.  
Winning entries will be  included in the 2009 
Bateman Get To Know Calendar, distributed across 
Canada.  Art submissions:  any kind of art done on 
white  paper that depicts local plant or animal 
species.   Writing submissions:  a very short (40 
word max.) composition focused on the 
environment (could even be original song lyrics!), 
how you think we can help protect the natural 
world, and what you are doing to preserve our 
planet.  Entry Deadline:  EARTH DAY, April 22, 2008; 
more info:  www.gettoknow.ca  (see next page) 
 
Emily + Robert: A Student Art Show 
Students from Belmont, Edward Milne, Lester B. 
Pearson College of the Pacific, Dunsmuir Middle 
School and Maxwell International School will take 
part in a special show inspired by the works and 
worlds of Emily Carr and Robert Bateman.    
Interested students should contact their Fine Arts 
teachers for more information and entry 
requirements.  Teachers seeking more information 
should contact info@emilycarrfestival.ca 

EMILY CARR FESTIVAL OFFICIAL KICK-OFF   
LIVE EARTH Battle of the Bands  
Friday, April 25, Bear Mountain Arena   
Youth bands (ages 14-18) showcase their talent to kick off National 
Youth Week and the EMILY CARR Community Festival of the ARTS and 
ECOLOGY.  The event includes youth new media screenings and the 
interactive “Felting the World We Want” mural project with the 
Sierra Club Youth Coalition.   
 

Admission $6 at the Door | Info:  Amy Cooper at 478.8384 ext. 2261 

SOFT PLASTICS RECYCLING EVENTS Apr 12 | May 10 
Starting April 12th, the Westhills Community Planning Centre 
will be open EVERY SECOND SATURDAY of the month, answering 
the call to climate action by hosting the West Shore’s only 

Soft Plastics Recycling drop-off with Pacific Mobile.  
10am to 1pm | 957 Langford Parkway | Langford, B.C.   

Generously sponsored 
by:  Juan de Fuca 

Parks and Recreation, 
GROOVY, the Military 

Families Resource 
Centre, Tom Lee 
Music and Sierra 

 Club BC 
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Bi-annual arts showcase features the work of members 
and instructors of the Juan de Fuca 55+ Activity Centre.  
During the show there are ongoing demonstrations of 
various art forms, small hourly raffles, door prizes, 
entertainment and the draw for our major raffle of 10 
pieces of original art. Admission by donation.  Lunch and 
tea available in the Palm Court Tea Room.   
 

For more information, please 
contact Zoë at 478-8692 or  
Edna at 474-3427. 

 
 
 

 FESTIVAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES—APRIL 2008 

Voices of Nature  
School Program  
Victoria + Sooke School Districts 

Voices of Nature is an award-winning school program 
featuring singer/songwriter Holly Arntzen.  It uses the 
power of the arts to teach communities about 
sustainability.  Teachers use Cycle of Life learning 
resources to engage in activities linked to song lyrics.  
Children learn songs, and perform them in concerts for 
their families and friends.  Concerts often 
take place in theatres, where the children 
perform along with professional musicians.   
 

The Town of View Royal is proud to support 
the April 17th Voices of Nature concert 
involving students from Eagleview Elementary 
School. 
 

The City of Langford is proud to support 
Voices of Nature Programs in its community 
schools.  www.cycleoflife.ca    www.voicesofnature.ca    

IRWIN PARK Clean-up 
Monday, April 21 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Irwin Park, Langford 

Come and join the West Shore Centre students and the 
Rotary Club of Colwood for a one-day Spring clean-up at 
the City of Langford’s Irwin Park.   
 

Irwin Park is a pristine area located between Sooke Road 
and Highway 1 (above the new Westhills LEED project).  
Locals may best remember the place as a privately 
owned campsite created and developed by Joe Pekter.  
Today it is a tranquil Langford park with an accessible 
path, making it a great place for people with a range of 
abilities.  www.irwinpark.ca 
 

The day will be all about “rolling up 
your sleeves and getting dirty” with a 
clean-up of brush and park paths.  A 
tasty lunch barbeque will be hosted 
by the Colwood Rotary. 
 

For more information on this special 
ecosystem restoration event, 
contact West Shore Centre for 
Learning and Training at 391.9006.   

Robert Bateman Get To Know  
Writing & Art Contest 2008 
 

The Robert Bateman Get to Know Program is based on 
the philosophy that caring begins with knowing.  The 
contest encourages youth to get outside and connect 
with their neighbours of other species, with a special 
focus this year on amphibians and pollinators.  Details 
and entry forms available at www.gettoknow.ca. 
 

Winners will be published in one or more of the following:  
The Robert Bateman Get to Know Calendar; Canadian 
Wildlife Federation’s WILD Magazine; TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation Robert Bateman Contest 
Calendar; one of the Get to Know partner newspapers.   
 

Drop off contest entries at the Emily Carr Community 
Festival display at Westshore Town Centre during EARTH 
WEEK activities on Saturday and Sunday, April 19 and 20 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m..  Entry Deadline for the 
contest is EARTH DAY, Tues, April 22, 2008.  Local winners 
will be announced at Emily+Robert: A Student Art Show. 

Juan de Fuca Senior  
Citizens’ Association  
Showcase of Art 2008 
April 19 (10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 
April 20 (11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.), 
Juan de Fuca 55+ Activity Centre, 
1767 Island Highway (JDF Rec Centre) 


